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LUTHERAN CHURZC

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY
GROWING IN OUR SAVIOR
GOING OUT TO SHARE HIS LOVE
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WELCOME!



Opening Worship Songs

Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

(P) Let us pray.

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all
adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sharing in the Peace

(People may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).)



Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you 1
will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out
to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, ¢Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the
LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and
called upon the name of the LORD. 2And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 73 A Psalm of Asaph.

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.

2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of the
arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. * For they have no pangs until death; their bodies are fat
and sleek. > They are not in trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. ¢ Therefore
pride is their necklace; violence covers them as a garment.

7 Their eyes swell out through fatness; their hearts overflow with follies. & They scoff and speak with malice;
loftily they threaten oppression. ° They set their mouths against the heavens, and their tongue struts
through the earth. 19 Therefore his people turn back to them, and find no fault in them. 1 And they
say, “"How can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High?”

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.

12 Behold, these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. 13 All in vain have I kept my heart
clean and washed my hands in innocence. ' For all the day long I have been stricken and rebuked every
morning. "5 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” I would have betrayed the generation of your children.

16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 17 until I went into the
sanctuary of God, then I discerned their end.



Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.

18 Truly you set them in slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. 1 How they are destroyed in a
moment, swept away utterly by terrors! 20 Like a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when you rouse
yourself, you despise them as phantoms.

2 When my soul was embittered, when I was pricked in heart. 22 was brutish and ignorant; I was like a
beast toward you. 23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. 2* You guide me
with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. 2 Whom have I in heaven but you? And
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength!’l of my heart and my portion forever. 2 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you
put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 28 But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the
Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” *Now to the one
who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. >And to the one who does not work but
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, ¢just as David also speaks of
the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
Sblessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 1For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there
is no transgression.

16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his offspring — not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, V7as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations” —in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2073&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15047b

Holy Gospel John 3:1-17

INow there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. ¢That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel
that I said to you, "You must be born again.” 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 1>that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. 7For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon Vicar Mark Chaffee
Prayer of the Church
Offering - God So Loved the World, with And Can It Be? and My Savior's Love, Arr. Tom Fettke
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Offertory

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LSB 805)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’'nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Service of the Sacrament

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer



Pax Domini

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution

Communion Hymns:

LSB 547 - The Lamb

Brown Hymnal - 104 Nothing But the Blood

Brown Hymnal - 316 The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.

(P) We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.

Amen.



Closing Hymn 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’'Tis a de-light- ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

) Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.



Announcements
Preparing for Holy Communion: The Bible teaches us that we need to examine ourselves before
coming to the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11: (I Cor11:23-31). Please examine yourself with these four
questions. 1. Are you sorry for your sins? (I John 1:8) 2. Do you believe that Jesus is your Savior
who forgives all your sins? (I Timothy 1:15) 3. Are you determined to live a holy life? (Ephesians
2:10) 4. Do you believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present in, with, and under the bread and
wine in the Lord’s Supper, thus you receive all four elements? (Matthew 26:26-28)

To The Cross is the theme for the Sunday morning Bible classes during the season of Lent.
These six sessions are based on the Gospel of John, chapters 12-17. All are invited join the
journey to the cross as we gather in Sunday’s Bible Class that meets 9-9:45 in the Fellowship
Room.

A Midweek Communion Service will be held this coming Wednesday, March 4th, beginning at
11 a.m. in the sanctuary. A luncheon will follow the service.
All are invited.

A Lenten Service will be held this Wednesday evening March 4 , beginning at 6:30 p.m. One of
the elders will be leading this vesper service. All are also invited to a Lenten Supper beginning at
5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. If you are able, please bring a dish to share.

Vicar Mark Chaffee’s office hours are 9 a.m.-noon, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. You
may also reach him by cell phone: 518/763-1085 or via email: mark.chaffee@oursaviors.com

_Pastor Patrick Singh is serving as part time vacancy pastor at Our Savior’s, providing pastoral
care and leadership in cooperation with Vicar Mark. You may contact Pastor Singh by email:
patrick204642003@yahoo.com or by cell phone (917/254-2597) if you wish to talk or schedule a
time to meet with him.

Servers:

Organist: Pam Reynolds,

Choir Director and Contemporary Worship Leader: Heather Baird
Reader: Jennifer Noble

Communion Servers: Peter Kemmer & Bud Hoffman

Pray-ers: Marlow & Ellyne Oslon

Ushers: Mark Stuart, Ned Johnson, Paul Gansle


mailto:mark.chaffee@oursaviors.com
mailto:patrick204642003@yahoo.com

PRAYER NEEDS

Healing: Fred Dignon, Kathy Hawley, Phyllis Lubiniecki, Barbara MacGowan, Patty Marshall,
Jennifer Noble, Eric Unright, Tim Zuelsdorf, -

Homebound: Inge Glidden, Walter & Joan Weis

-in Assisted Living: Christine Baird, Marga Hildenbrandt, Lois O’Brien, Al & Helen Walck

Prayer John Richardson, principal of Our Savior’s Christian School: Thanksgiving to
God for the visionary leadership that John Richardson has provided Our Savior’s School.
Continue to give John wisdom and support as he leads the school community into the next major
step, adding a 9th grade in September, 2026.

Prayer for St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Hudson: May God graciously guide the members
of this congregation under the leadership of Pastor Dan Cohn, strengthening their faith and
equipping them to serve as salt and light in their community.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT (8 March 2026)
Exodus 17:1-7

Romans 5:1-8

John 4:5-26 (27-30, 39-42)

We Worship the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Spirit and Truth of His Gospel

Though the Lord had brought them out of Egypt, “all the congregation of the people of Israel”
grumbled against Him because “there was no water for the people to drink” (Ex. 17:1). Despite their
quarreling, the Lord graciously provided for them. He did not strike the people for their sins, but
by the hand of Moses He struck the rock instead and brought forth water for the people. In the
same way, living water flows from the pierced side of Christ at “about the sixth hour” (John 4:6;
19:14), when He is lifted up on the cross for the sins of the world. He is “the gift of God” (John
4:10), the well from which the Holy Spirit is poured out and becomes in His people “a spring of
water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). By this grace in which we stand, being at peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, we “worship the Father in spirit and truth” (John 4:23). “IWe
rejoice in hope of the glory of God” because “God'’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:2, 5).
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Contact us
Church office phone: (518)459-2248
Email — Information@oursaviors.com

Support Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
To make your offering: Simply scan the QR code
]

or mail checks directly to the church office at:
63 Mountain View Ave Albany, NY 12205.
Thank you for your support!
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